Listeria monocytogenes empyema and bacteremia complicating chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
A 60-year-old man receiving corticosteroid and cyclophosphamide therapy for chronic lymphocytic leukemia developed an empyema and bacteremia due to Listeria monocytogenes. The rapidly fulminant course of Listeria infections in immunosuppressed hosts and the necessity of prompt treatment of Listeria empyemas are emphasized.